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Haig fought no notable action, but the area
for which he was responsible suffered no set-backs
such as were common elsewhere. Until the end
of the war, in the last days of May 1902, he re-
tained in this command.

His services in South Africa brought to him a
full measure of reward. He was gazetted to the
command of a regiment of cavalry ; he received
the brevet rank of full colonel. He was made a
Commander of the Bath. But these honours did not
represent his real gain. He had had experience
both as a responsible Staff Officer and in in-
dependent command. Always self-confident,
his belief in himself was now fortified by success
in the harsh trial of war. He had measured
himself against others whom he might regard as
his rivals in the service, and knew that he did
not fail in comparison. At the Staff College he
had seen men of his own age far senior to him
in the Service ; now, at the age of forty-one, with
only seventeen years' service completed, he had
already outstripped almost all of his contem-
poraries. The hardship of the campaign had not
affected his health. The rigid lines on which he
had regulated his life throughout his manhood
had stood him in good stead. Sturdily built,
without an ounce of superfluous flesh, his face still
unlinedj without a grey hair on his head, he had
only been changed in personal appearance
through the years on the veldt> by a rather
sharper setting of the line of his jaw, and a slight
deepening of the unflinching eyes.